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Dear Public Service Director,    

Early detection of cancer through screening reduces mortality from cancers of the 

colon and rectum, breast, uterine cervix, and lung. Cancer mortality has declined in 

recent decades in part due to progress in cancer screening technologies, 

awareness, research, and the general population's improved uptake in screening 

services. Yet, far too many individuals for whom screening is recommended remain 

unscreened, and this situation has been aggravated by the substantial decline in 

cancer screening resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

At the onset of the pandemic, elective medical procedures, including cancer 

screening, were largely put on hold to prioritize urgent needs and reduce the risk of 

the spread of COVID-19 in health care settings. Early projections indicate that these 

extensive screening delays will lead not only to missed and advanced stage cancer 

diagnoses, but also to a rise in cancer-related deaths. The annual death rate from 

cancer in the United States declined by 29% from 1991 to 2017, with the most 

recent and largest single-year drop of 2.2% from 2016 to 2017. Due to concerns 

about COVID-19, more than 40% of adults in the U.S. have avoided medical care, 

including 12% who avoided urgent or emergency care. The National Cancer Institute 

(NCI) predicts almost 10,000 excess deaths from breast and colorectal cancer alone 

over the next 10 years, if we don't return to pre-pandemic levels of appropriate 

cancer screening and care. 

We hope that you will help educate your audience about the importance of getting 

recommended cancer screening by airing the American Cancer Society's PSA titled 

"The Conversation" (:30, :60). The PSA features a conversation between a father 

and son about the importance of cancer screening. The PSA also encourages 

viewers to have the conversation, talk to a doctor, and visit cancer.org/get-screened 

to learn more. The PSA is available in both English and Spanish and has no end 

date for use. We hope you will help us share this life-saving message with your 

viewers by airing this PSA as soon and as often as possible. 

For any questions or additional information, please contact our distribution 

representative Holly Mulé at Connect360 Multimedia (email: hmule@c360m.com; 

ph: 212-624-9196). 

Thank you in advance for your support and consideration. 

 

Ben Devore, Director, Media Strategy 



 

The Conversation 

People can help reduce their risk of cancer by making healthy choices like eating 

right, staying active and not smoking. It's also important to follow recommended 

screening guidelines, which can help detect certain cancers early. 

 

To learn more about the importance of getting recommended cancer screenings, 

please watch our PSA below titled "The Conversation" (:60) which is also available 

in a :30 length. We ask that you please air this PSA, which has no end date for 

use, as soon and as often as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bxWysvFSwHg&feature=emb_title


 

TV PSA SCRIPTS 
  Download PDF Versions 

 

"The Conversation" (:60) 

1. Shot of a man walking into a 

house with his family as he is 

greeted by his father. 

MUSIC UP AND UNDER 

 

SON O/C: Hey Pop, what's up man? 

 

DAD O/C: Hey how are you? 

 

SON O/C: Good man, where's mom? 

 

DAD O/C: Back in the kitchen. 

2. Shot of the man speaking with a 

woman in a kitchen before he turns 

to his father who is standing at a 

counter grabbing a piece of food 

before walking off camera. 

SON O/C: He'll do it, he'll do it. Hey 

dad, we need to talk. 

 

DAD O/C: The game. 

3. Shot of the father watching a 

sports game. The son joins him on 

the couch to talk. 

SON O/C: Alright dad, so could you at 

least… 

 

DAD O/C: Hey, hey, hey. I hear your 

mom calling me, I got to go. I got to go. 

 

SON O/C: Seriously. 

4. Various shots of the family 

gathered around the dinner table, 

passing food to each other. Switch 

to a shot of a pie being cut on a 

kitchen counter. Switch to a shot of 

the son joining his dad at the table 

with a piece of pie. 

SON O/C: Dad, you need to go. 

 

DAD O/C: Really? 

 

SON O/C: It's important. 

 

https://psaepk.c360m.com/37289_ACS_ENG_TV/pics/psa_script.pdf


 

TV PSA SCRIPTS 
  Download PDF Versions 

 

"The Conversation" (:60 continued) 

5. Close-up shots of the dad and 

son speaking to each other. 

DAD O/C: I feel fine. 

 

SON O/C: I just got mine, it's easy. 

Hey I didn't want to go either, but then 

I saw the stats. Some cancers… we 

just don't want to loose you from 

something we could have caught. 

6. Shot of dad speaking, switch to a 

shot of dad and son speaking to 

each other, switch back to a shot of 

dad. Shot of son handing dad the 

piece of pie as they both laugh. 

DAD O/C: What I need to do? 

 

SON O/C: You just give your doctor a 

call, they'll tell you what screening 

tests you need. 

 

DAD O/C: Fine. Can I have my pie 

now? Come on man. 

7. GRAPHIC: 

Have the conversation. Get 

screened. 

 

8. GRAPHIC: 

American Cancer Society logo 

 

Cancer screening saves lives. 

 

Talk to a doctor and visit 

cancer.org/getscreened 

 

A public service message from the 

American Cancer Society 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FADE SOUND AND PICTUR 

 

https://psaepk.c360m.com/37289_ACS_ENG_TV/pics/psa_script.pdf


 

AVAILABLE FOR DIGITAL DOWNLOAD 
 

This PSA is available for digital download below: 

www.c360m.com/PSAConnect/ACS/ 

No End Date For Use 

The Conversation :60, :30 

Please let us know your preferences on receiving 

PSAs by contacting: 

 

Holly Mulé via email at hmule@c360m.com 

or by phone at (212) 624-9196. 

 

https://psaconnect.c360m.com/ACS/
mailto:%20hmule@c360m.com





