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Dear Public Service Director, 

  

Not all lung cancers are the same. When scientists look at tissue from a person's 
lung cancer tumor under a microscope they can tell what type (non-small cell, small 
cell or carcinoid) and subtype the lung cancer is. Now there is a way to get more 
detailed information about the makeup of the tumor. Lung cancer biomarker 
testing—sometimes referred to as tumor, molecular, or genomic testing—looks for 
changes in the tumor's DNA. These changes can be mutations, additions, deletions, 
or rearrangements in DNA. 

Some lung cancer treatments can "target" these changes directly. These lung 
cancer treatments often cause fewer side effects because they focus on targeting 
what is exactly wrong with the cancer cell, instead of killing normal, healthy cells too. 
Biomarker testing can also help look for other key markers like levels of certain 
proteins or the amount of tumor DNA in the blood. These markers may help 
influence treatment options as well. 
 
Unfortunately, not all eligible lung cancer patients receive biomarker testing. Some 
physicians are not up to date on the enormous progress that has been made in lung 
cancer and the role biomarker testing has in a patient receiving the most appropriate 
treatment for their cancer. That is why the American Lung Association is committed 
to providing easy-to-understand information in a variety of formats to help improve 
biomarker testing health literacy amongst patients. 
 
The American Lung Association is the leading organization working to save lives by 
improving lung health and preventing lung disease, through research, education and 
advocacy. Our work is focused on four strategic imperatives: to defeat lung cancer; 
champion clean air for all; improve the quality of life for those with lung disease and 
their families; and create a tobacco-free future. 
 
We hope that you will help inform your audience about the importance of biomarker 
testing by airing the new PSA "Biomarker Testing" (:30). This PSA demonstrates 
how biomarker testing provides vital information about a patient's treatment options 
and how the ALA provides up-to-date resources to patients so that they can become 
their own advocate. The PSA also encourages viewers to visit to 
Lung.org/biomarker-testing for more information. We hope you will air the PSA, 
which has no end date for use, as soon and as often as possible. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support and consideration. 

 
Carly Ornstein, MPH 
National Director, Lung Cancer Education 



 

Biomarker Testing 

Lung cancer biomarker testing—sometimes referred to as tumor, molecular, or 
genomic testing—looks for changes in the tumor's DNA. These changes can be 
mutations, additions, deletions, or rearrangements in DNA. Some lung cancer 
treatments can "target" these changes directly. These lung cancer treatments often 
cause fewer side effects because they focus on targeting what is exactly wrong with 
the cancer cell, instead of killing normal, healthy cells too. Biomarker testing can 
also help look for other key markers like levels of certain proteins or the amount of 
tumor DNA in the blood. These markers may help influence treatment options as 
well. 
 
To learn more, please watch our new PSA below titled "Biomarker Testing" (:30). 
We ask that you please air this PSA, which has no end date for use as soon and 
as often as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m57Q6MWUUs4


 

TV PSA SCRIPT 
  

 

"Biomarker Testing" (:30) 

1. Shot of a web search bar as words 
are typed and the mouse arrow clicks 
the search button. Switch to a shot of 
the ALA website. 
 
GRAPHIC: 
New treatments for lung cancer 

[typing] 
 
MUSIC UP AND UNDER 
 
NARRATOR V/O: Lung cancer 
research is moving at a rapid 
pace… 

2. Various shots of web articles about 
lung cancer research. 

NARRATOR V/O: and new 
treatment options are available. 

3.Shot of a web search bar as words 
are typed and the mouse arrow clicks 
the search button. 
 
GRAPHIC: 
What is lung cancer biomarker testing? 

 

4. Shot of a tumor and gene graphic, 
switch to a shot of “Lung Cancer 
Treatments” graphic. 
 
GRAPHIC: 
Gene 
Tumor 

NARRATOR V/O: Biomarker testing 
looks for changes in a tumors DNA 
which may influence your treatment 
options. 

5. Shot of the “Biomarker Testing” 
section of the ALA website as the 
screen scrolls through the page. 

NARRATOR V/O: The American 
Lung Association has up-to-date 
resources… 

6. GRAPHIC: 

American Lung Association logo 
Lung.org/biomarker-testing 
1-800-LUNGUSA 

NARRATOR V/O: so you can be 
your own advocate. Get started at 
lung dot org. 
 
 
FADE SOUND AND PICTU 



 

AVAILABLE FOR DIGITAL DOWNLOAD 
 

This PSA is available for digital download below: 
www.c360m.com/PSAConnect/ALA/ 

 

No End Date For Use 

Biomarker Testing :30 

Please let us know your preferences on receiving 
PSAs by contacting: 

 
Shaliza Thomas via email at sthomas@c360m.com 

or by phone at (212) 624-9187. 

 

http://c360m.com/PSAConnect/
http://c360m.com/PSAConnect/
mailto:%20sthomas@c360m.com
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